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Press Release 
 

The Year In Review 2013 - Initiative Musik expands 
its funding and support activities 
 

 Increased demand for artist, infrastructure and short tour funding 

 "Music Venue Programme Awards - Rock, Pop, Jazz" added to 
existing Initiative Musik support programmes  

 Enhanced cooperation with Germany's Foreign Office, including a 
second visitors programme 

 
Berlin, December 19, 2013 
 
After five years of hard work as a non-profit funding agency, Initiative Musik can 
now confirm with tremendous satisfaction that the demand for artist and 
infrastructure funding is higher and more popular than ever before. In 2013, 
Initiative Musik received a total of 341 requests for project support, all of which 
they processed and considered for funding from the budget provided to them by 
Germany's Federal Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM). This 
number marks an increase of 42 applications over the previous year.  
 
As Dieter Gorny, Chairman of the Initiative Musik Supervisory Board, notes: 
"Initiative Musik seeks to open doors to various music markets and scenes on 
behalf of exciting, up-and-coming young artists. At the same time, we work to 
promote diversity in the fields of pop, rock and jazz from Germany. When our 
work also ends up contributing to some sort of sustainable economic success, 
well, that is even more gratifying". In 2013, three Initiative Musik-funded artists 
– RAF 3.0, Genetikk and Prinz Pi – made it to the top spot on Germany's album 
charts. In 2013, the agency granted funding to a total of 109 artist and 
infrastructure projects of a total volume of €5.3 million drawn jointly from the 
federal government and the music industry.   
 
Initiative Musik's third funding programme – the so-called "Short Tour Funding" 
Programme – has also now fully come into its own. For the past three years, 
"German bands" have been able to apply for a subsidy for visa, flight and 
promotional costs when they receive an invitation to a special event, such as 
the South by Southwest (SXSW) in Austin (Texas, USA) or the Eurosonic 
Noorderslag in Groningen (Netherlands). In 2013, a total of 75 international 
short tours were supported, mostly in the target markets of North America and 
Europe. 
 
2013 was also the year in which Initiative Musik successfully introduced its 
fourth funding programme, the "Music Venue Programme Awards – Rock, Pop, 
Jazz", which were handed out for the first time in September by Bernd 
Neumann, Germany's former Minister for Culture. 55 venues and event 
organisers from a total of 13 federal states were honoured for their outstanding 
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cultural live-music programmes. These new awards, which help to send out a 
clear message of cultural-political support and acknowledgement for music 
venue operators, were met with tremendous enthusiasm by the entire 
community of experts as well as by the press and the award recipients 
themselves. As Ina Keßler, Managing Director of Initiative Musik, notes: "110 
articles in over 450 print publications alone confirm this appreciation, and they 
also helped create a level of nationwide publicity for regional clubs and event 
organisers usually reserved for large-scale theatres". Small and medium-sized 
venues, in particular, are an important engine for cultural expression in our 
society and are arguably more essential for up-and-coming musicians than 
larger-scale venues. The concept for the Programme Awards was developed 
jointly by the German jazz scene’s advocacy association Bundeskonferenz 
Jazz and Initiative Musik.  
 
In the field of export funding, Germany's combined presentation at the 2013 
SXSW in Austin provided a perfect example of effective collaboration among 
federal states. The "German Haus" was co-organised together with Berlin and 
Hamburg for the first time. The "Haus" offered cultural and creative companies 
based in Germany yet eager to expand and strengthen business relations 
abroad a central stage to present their work and network with international 
players. This joint German presentation was carried out as part of the Foreign 
Tradeshow Programme organised by the Federal Ministry for Economics and 
Technology (BMWi) and is funded by Germany's Cultural and Creative 
Industries Initiative (Initiative Kultur- und Kreativwirtschaft).  
 
In 2013, Initiative Musik also expanded and enhanced its cooperation with 
Germany's Foreign Office. After organising "Theme Trips" for international 
music journalists once a year in 2011 and 2012, Initiative Musik now offered 
two "Visitor Programmes" designed to popularise German music around the 
world. As part of the two "Theme Trips" that took place in 2013, over 30 
international journalists and music industry professionals from North and South 
America, Africa, Asia and Europe were invited to gain hands-on experience 
with the German music industry and music-making community. The 
combination of factual information, informal discussions and direct personal 
experiences was obviously enough to convince these leading international 
opinion-makers of Germany's strengths as a music location: the result was over 
20 international publications in traditional media outlets and new media 
sources.  
 
Initiative Musik was also able to intensify its dialogue among various players 
and decision makers in the field of federal-state cooperation. In order to 
examine the current state and future prospects of pop music funding, Henning 
Rümenapp, Initiative Musik's Commissioner for Federal-State Cooperation, 
initiated a number of roundtable and monitoring discussions in the federal 
states of Saxony-Anhalt, Brandenburg and Lower Saxony. These get-togethers 
provided various federal and state-level players and decision makers with a 
platform to develop appropriate infrastructure measures. 
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Initiative Musik 2013 – Facts & Figures 2013 
 
Artist and Infrastructure Funding 

Submissions and approved submissions 

 98 artist projects, 11 infrastructure  projects  

 341 total submitted applications for artist and infrastructure funding 
 

A selection of chart-topping rankings achieved by funded artists   

 Top ten spots reached by Genetikk, Prinz Pi, Raf 3.0 (all three achieved the 
number 1 spot on the German album charts) and Thees Ullmann (number 2 
spot) 

 Chart ranking for Turbostaat (17), Dota (57) and Cäthe (68) 
 

Awards received by Initiative Musik-funded artists 

 Nils Wülker - Echo Jazz 

 Prinz Pi - Eins Live Krone 

 Exclusive - New Music Award 

 Michael Wollny [em] – Bavarian State Music Award (Bayrischer Staatspreis für 
Musik) 

 
Short Tour Funding 2013 

 75 short tour funding applications approved for "German bands from 11 federal 
states"  

 33 x outside of Europe and 41 x within Europe 

 22 x North America (USA/Canada), 8 x Asia (China, Japan) 

 11 x UK, 7 x Netherlands, 6 x France 
 

Short Tour Funding Examples 2013 

 Bonaparte (SXSW), Claire (CMJ Music Marathon, NewYork), It's A Musical 
(Japan), Kadavar (SXSW, Eurosonic), Sookee (Hopscotch-Festival in 
Raleigh/North Carolina)  

 
Venue Funding  

 
Music Venue Programme Awards - Rock, Pop, Jazz 2013, September 2013 

 over 320 submissions from 15 federal states 

 55 award winners from 13 federal states 
 
Grand Prize Winners 2013 

 Category I: MS Stubnitz, Rostock 

 Category II: Haldern Pop Bar, Haldern  

 Category III: Eine Welt aus Hack, Berlin 
 

Club Award at the PRG Live Entertainment Award (LEA) 

 Colos Saal in Aschaffenburg is the "Club of the Year," March 2013 
 
 
In-House Projects/Music Export 
 

SXSW 2013, March 2013 

 48 specialist exhibitors at the joint German stand 
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 19 "German bands" at the world's largest showcase festival, e.g. BOY, Sizarr, 
Dillon, Kadavar, Kid Simium, Fetsum and DENA 

 "Wunderbar" events organised by the Initiative Musik were very popular; 
reception at the "German Haus" and boat showcase with 400 international 
professionals in attendance 

 
Theme Trip "On Tour in Germany", August 2013 

 16 international experts invited to experience Germany as a pop music location  

 20 programme events in Cologne, Düsseldorf, Berlin and Hamburg 

 Meetings with over 100 representatives of the German music scene 
 

Theme Trip "The Heirs of Wagner and Weill“, March 2013 

 Focus on the MaerzMusik Festival  

 14 international experts met leading musicians, ensembles, composers and 
event organisers in a series of talks and concerts in Berlin und Leipzig  

 
Other Export Activities 2013 

 jazzahead!, Bremen: "German Jazz Expo"; c/o pop, Cologne: "Europareise" 
(Europe Trip); Reeperbahn Festival: "Wunderkinder – German Music Talent"– 
all infrastructure projects 

 Wunderbar Showcases: Berlin Music Week;  Vienna Waves Music Festival & 
Conference & MAMA Festival, Paris – Cooperation projects with Deutsche 
Welle and other partners 

 
 
Contact:  

 
  
Initiative Musik gGmbH  

Friedrichstraße 122  
D-10117 Berlin  
+49 (0)30 - 531 475 45 - 0  
Contact partner: Michael Wallies  
michael.wallies@initiative-musik.de 
www.initiative-musik.de 
  
Initiative Musik was founded in October 2007 with the goal of providing support for 

musicians, individuals with an “migration background” and music companies active in 
the genres of Rock, Pop and Jazz. It was also given the task of promoting popular 
German music abroad and serving as a funding body for the German music industry. 
Since 2008, Initiative Musik has supported over 900 artists and infrastructure projects. In 
this time period, the German Bundestag authorised the Federal Commissioner for 
Culture and Media to join with other bodies to make available funds amounting to € 12.5 
million.  
  
The other bodies involved in the budget of Initiative Musik are the German Collecting 
Society for Performance Rights (GVL), the GEMA/GEMA Foundation and the Federal 
Ministry for Economics and Technology. Financial support is provided by the GVL and 
the German Music Council. The Initiaive Musik supervisory board is composed of twelve 
members, with six coming from the field of politics and six from the music industry. The 
supervisory board is responsible for making decisions with respect to funding 
applications. The chairman of the supervisory board is Dieter Gorny, his deputy is 
Steffen Kampeter (Member of the Bundestag), and Ina Keßler is the managing director. 
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