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Press Release 

German Haus Triumphs at The Great Escape  
 The "German Haus" at Great Britain's most important showcase 

festival gives five German newcomers an exciting new platform 

 Events organized by the Berlin Music Week and Initiative Musik 

attract more than 1,000 guests  

 

Berlin, May 15, 2014  

 

"There has never been a better opportunity to check out the best new music 
from Germany in Brighton," reported Kat Morris, festival director of The Great 
Escape (TGE). "The German market has always been a key territory for The 
Great Escape and so we were truly thrilled to partner with Initiative Musik, 
alongside our longstanding partner Berlin Music Week, and bring German Haus 
to The Great Escape for the very first time." 
 
On Thursday, May 8, 2014, four newcomers from Germany – Claire, Vimes, 
Ballet School and Still Parade – performed at "Wunderbar - German Music 
Überall," a TGE showcase organized by Initiative Musik at the Green Door 
Store. The afternoon was hosted by BBC Scotland presenter and author Vic 
Galloway, who became familiar with the German pop landscape last year as 
part of a "Theme Trip" carried out by the Initiative Musik. On Friday, May 9, the 
Berlin Music Week welcomed international guests to an afternoon of concerts 
and an accompanying networking barbecue. The event at the "German Haus" 
was attended by over 1,000 guests. 
 
Ina Keßler, managing director of Initiative Musik, was enthusiastic: "Our joint 
German Haus was a big hit on both days. At our Wunderbar Showcase, we had 
fantastic concerts and a full house from the very beginning! The huge applause 
at the concerts and especially the discussions we had with the delegates and 
the feedback we got from the German bands showed us once again how 
important it is to set up a German Haus with partners from Germany." 
 
For example, the pop band Claire from Munich used the opportunity to 
specifically promote the release of their latest album in Great Britain. As Claire 
manager Leo Spengel noted, "The concert at the German Haus helped us 
increase media awareness for Claire in the UK. We were able to make valuable 
new contacts to media reps, but also to intensify the connections we already 
have, for example to Vic Galloway from BBC Scotland." The Claire album, 
which also happens to have the title "The Great Escape," will be released in the 
UK on June 9, 2014. 
 
Tommy Nick, Head of Communications & Press at the Berlin Music Week, was 
also very positive about the event: "The premiere of the Berlin Music Week 
Showcases at the German Haus was exciting. Not only was it great  to 
experience how well the bands were received – especially the two Berlin 
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bands, Mighty Oaks and Ballet School – but also to see the sheer number and 
quality of the international visitors to the events. No question, at The Great 
Escape, we had our best networking reception ever!" 
 
As part of their program to promote music exports from Germany, the Initiative 
Musik provides targeted support for up-and-coming artists at international 
conferences and festivals, including Eurosonic Noorderslag in Groningen 
(Netherlands), South by Southwest in Austin (Texas, USA) and MaMa Festival 
in Paris (France). In 2014, at home in Germany, the Initiative provided support 
to export-promotion projects at the jazzahead! tradeshow in Bremen (German 
Jazz Expo), at the c/o pop in Cologne (Out of Germany - Exploring new music, 
finding new partners) and the Reeperbahn Festival in Hamburg (Wunderkinder 
- German Music Talent). The Initiative Musik also organizes regular visitors' 
programs on behalf of Germany's Foreign Office designed to give international 
journalists a first-hand look at Germany's music scene.  
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Initiative Musik gGmbH 
Friedrichstraße 122 
D-10117 Berlin 
 
Press and Public Relations: Michael Wallies 
+49 (0)30 - 531 475 45 – 1 
michael.wallies@initiative-musik.de 
www.initiative-musik.de 
 
Initiative Musik was founded in October 2007 with the goal of providing support for 

musicians, individuals with an “migration background” and music companies active in 
the genres of Rock, Pop and Jazz. It was also given the task of promoting popular 
German music abroad and serving as a funding body for the German music industry. 
Since 2008, Initiative Musik has supported over 900 artists and infrastructure projects. In 
this time period, the German Bundestag authorised the Federal Commissioner for 
Culture and Media to join with other bodies to make available funds amounting to € 13 
million.  
  
The other bodies involved in the budget of Initiative Musik are the German Collecting 
Society for Performance Rights (GVL), the GEMA/GEMA Foundation and the Federal 
Ministry for Economics and Technology. Financial support is provided by the GVL and 
the German Music Council. The Initiaive Musik supervisory board is composed of twelve 
members, with six coming from the field of politics and six from the music industry. The 
supervisory board is responsible for making decisions with respect to funding 
applications. The chairman of the supervisory board is Dieter Gorny, his deputy is 
Steffen Kampeter (Member of the Bundestag), and Ina Keßler is the managing director. 
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